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ing for social and counter cyclical reasons, the direct training element

has become predominant. Expenditure on this form of training in 1983
accounted for 55 per cent of the total State outlay while support for

in-firm training, even though it was increased significantly in absolute
terms, declined to just over 34 per cent. It will be noted that AnCO
sponsored direct training carried out by external training agencies has
expanded rapidly in recent years, the related expenditure rising from

£3.5 million in 1980 to nearly £20 million in 1983,

P O

It should be borne in mind that a very large part of the total expendit-

ure under the training centres heading relates to apprentice trainin

1983
the CYTP and Community Training Workshops which are organised

In

g.
, of the 9,400 training places in centres (including those relating to

through the training centre network) over a third, some 3,400 were

occupied by apprentices (over 1,700 first year off-the-job apprentices
and a similar number of post first year redundant apprentices). The

total costs associated with the apprenticeship system in that year

amounted to almost £30 million out of the £63 million expended on

training centre activities as a whole.

[t is possible on the basis of the above-mentioned expenditure figures to
derive some broad estimates of unit costs for AnCO direct training
activities. Table 4.5 gives data covering the period from 1975 to 1983

for total expenditure on direct training, the numbers of related train-

ing places and the derived averages for expenditure per training place.

This average was just over £6,000 in 1983, having risen from £2,400
in 1975. However, when al! the figures are expressed in terms of 1980
prices it will be noted (column 5) that the average unit cost expressed
in real terms fell between 1975 and 1980; it has shown a tendency to

rise again in recent years, but not to any marked extent. Allowances

paid to AnCO trainees are, of course, a significant element in the

HIo AL e Fe demuTD i A aswen o

above-mentioned figures and the average unit costs are substantially
reduced if these are excluded. For 1982, for example, the average

expenditure per training place decreases from £4,800 to £2,900 if such

allowances are omitted from the calculations.

considerable caution here as such comparisons may not be valid as the

It is of interest to compare the latter figure with similar unit costs for
different sectors of the educational system. However, one must exercise

I S AT SR PEEPR S 8

underlying situation may be different in a number of respects. Figures

for annual expenditure per student for different sub-sectors of Second
and Third Level education are given in Appendix Table A.11! and from

1

publication ‘Proposals for

133

These figures are taken from Table D of Chapter 1V.2 of the

Plan 1984-87 produced by The National Planning Board.
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